
BRIEF HISTORY 

Mayiladuthurai is of significant antiquity, its oldest extant temples 

dating to the time of the Medieval Cholas. The region, however, is 

known to have been inhabited since the 3rd millennium BC. Sherds of 

megalithic black and red ware have been found at Akkur, 14 km 

(8.7 mi) to the east of Mayiladuthurai.In 2006, artifacts with Indus 

Valley signs dated between 2000 and 1500 BC were found at the 

nearby village of Sembiyankandiyur. There have been references to 

Mayiladuthurai in the works of the 7th century Saivite saint 

Sambandar.  

The Thanjavur Nayak king Raghunatha Nayak constructed 

mandapams in Mayiladuthurai.During the 17th and 18th centuries AD, 

Mayiladuthurai was ruled by the Thanjavur Marathas who invited 

Brahmins from the Telugu, Kannada and Maratha countries to settle in 

the region and gave large extents of land to them. In 1799, 

Mayiladuthurai, was ceded to the British East India Company, along 

with the rest of the Thanjavur Maratha kingdom, by the Thanjavur 

Maratha ruler Serfoji II. Mayiladuthurai prospered under British rule 

emerging as an important town in Tanjore district.  

Carnatic musicians Madurai Mani Iyer and Gopalakrishna 

Bharathi and Samuel Vedanayagam Pillai, who wrote the first Tamil 

novel Prathapa Mudaliar Charithram were connected with 

Mayiladuthurai while Tamil writer Kalki Krishnamurthy, M.S.Udhaya 

Moorthy studied at the Municipal High School in Mayiladuthurai. 



According to local folklore, Mayiladuthurai was associated with Hindu 

holy men called "Siddhars" To this day, a neighbourhood of 

Mayiladuthurai is called Siddharkaadu.When the Tanjore district was 

trifurcated in 1991, Mayiladuthurai was transferred to the newly 

formed Nagapattinam district. 

Mayiladuthurai was inaugurated as the 38th district of Tamil Nadu on 

December 28, 2020. The district was carved out of the existing 

Nagapattinam district and inaugurated by the Tamil Nadu Chief 

Minister K Palaniswami. The declaration was made earlier on March 

24, 2020 

  The municipality covered an area of 11.27 km2 (4.35 sq mi) and 

had a total of 36 members. The functions of the municipality is 

devolved into six departments: General, Engineering, Revenue, 

Public Health, Town planning and the Computer Wing. All these 

departments are under the control of a Municipal Commissioner 

who is the supreme executive head.The legislative powers are 

vested in a body of 36 members, one each from the 36 wards. 

The legislative body is headed by an elected Chairperson 

assisted by a Deputy Chairperson.There are a total of four 

revenue villages with Mayiladuthurai - Thiruvilandur, 

Dharmapuram, Nanchilnadu and Kornad.  

 


