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At a distance 26 km from Vellore, Arcot is a town and suburb of Vellore city,
located on the southern banks of Palar River. Arcot is a historical town which was
the headquarters of Nawab of Carnatic, who ruled the region in 18th century AD. It
was earlier known as Thiruvazhundur during the Chola period. Delhi Gate and
Arcot Fort are important attractions n the town.

Arcot was ruled by 12 Nawabs. Carnatic Nawabdom was established by the
Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, who in 1692 appointed Zulfikar Ali as Nawab of the
Carnatic, with his seat at Arcot as an honor for his triumph over the Marathas at
this place. In 1740, the Maratha forces invaded Arcot. They attacked the Nawab,
Dost Ali in the pass of Damalcherry. In the war that followed, Dost Ali, one of his
sons Hasan Ali, and a number of prominent persons lost their lives. In 1751, The
English captured the town during Carnatic Wars. In 1801, the town was annexed
by the British East India Company and merged into Madras Presidency

The Arcot Fort was built by Daud Khan, Nawab. The fort was huge and had a
circumference of 8 kms. The invasion of Tipu Sultan of Mysore resulted in the
complete destruction of the fort. Arcot was the first important fortified town
captured (1751) by Robert Clive in the British-French struggle. The place boasts of
forts, monuments like the Delhi Gate and mosques such as the Green Stone
Mosque, etc. Arcot has the tomb of famous 18th-century Sufi Saint - Tipu Mastan
Aulia.

The Delhi Gate is a historical monument situated in the town of Arcot. The gate
used to function as an entrance to the 18th century. In the year 1710, Mohammed
Sayyid was the last Mughal governor who was appointed as Nawab of Carnatic
with the title Saadatullah Khan I and moved his capital from Gingee to Arcot. The
prolonged disputes between the different dynasties fighting for the control of Arcot
led to the arrival of the British and the French. The capture and the defense of
Arcot by handful of British troops and Sepoy under the command of Robert Clive
against enormous forces was one of the most remarkable battles fought by the
British. The siege lasted fifty days, ending on 15th November 1751.

In 1751 Robert Clive captured this fort and renamed one of the gates of Arcot Fort
as Delhi Gate, as this victory was the beginning of his capture of Delhi. The
entrance of the gate was constructed in the style of a Mughal arch. Over the gate is
Robert Clive's room.

The city of Arcot celebrates Mayana Kollai in a big way which is a function
celebrated for Angalamman (the village deity). This major function is celebrated in
the Tamil month of Maasi (Amavasya) in February and March every year.



Rathinagiri Balamurugan Temple

Rathinagiri Balamurugan main gate and hill
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Durgai Amman Kovil, Rathinagiri

At a distance of 400 m from Ratnagiri Bus Stop and 17 km from Vellore Town
Railway Station, Ratnagiri Balamurugan Temple is an ancient temple located on
top of a hillock in Ratnagiri on Vellore - Chennai National Highway. It is one of
the important temples around Vellore.

The Ratnagiri Temple is dedicated to Lord Murugan. There are two forms of the
deity in this temple, one is Lord Thirukkolam, seen with his wives Valli and
Devasena and the other is Lord Gurukkolam. The idol of the main deity Bala
Murugan was installed in a chariot which is made of granite. The garbhagriha is
made of granite and is modeled according to the Chola architecture. The wall
surrounding the shrine has small idols of Ganesha, Dakshinamurthy, Murugan,
Brahma, Durga, and Chandikeswarar. There are 2 temples for the Lord Vinayaka,
one on top of the hill and another at the bottom of hill



This temple was built in the 14th century by Arunagiri Nathar. It was renovated in
the year 1980 by Bala Muruganadimai Swamy. The temple boasts a huge tower at
the entrance. One of the special features of this temple is that the poojas are
conducted in Tamil instead of common Sanskrit.

According to the locals, the divine power in the temple manifests its blessings in
three forms. First is in the form of the Lord Murugan idol installed inside the
sanctum, the second is in the form of Balamurugan and the third is in the form of a
devotee. The 14th Century poet Arunagirinathar has sung about this temple as
Murugan, the God of Devas resides n Rathnagiri.

Skanda Shasthi is the most important and auspicious festival of the temple when
thousands of people gather. In the month of July-August, Aadi Kruthukai is also
celebrated with great joy. During the festivals, the idols of Lord Muruga and his
wives are decorated with gold and silver. The idols are then taken for a procession
on a Golden chariot around the temple.

Timings: 6 AM to 1 PM and 4 PM to 8 PM



